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- Commerce 


BEING 
ConstDERATIoNS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &¥c. 





From @hutfeay, February 25. to Saturday, February 27. 1713. 





Five notorious Falfhoods afferted by the Oppofers of this Paper, relating to the Portugal Trade. 
The Mercator undertakes to Confute and Expofe them all. 
Farther Evidence that Druggets and Cloth-Serges were not Prohibited in Portugal before whe Treaty. 


A Scheme of our Export to Portugal for the Year 1702. 
They are not able to give an Account of any Goods 


Imported from Portugal to Ballance it. 


The Overs and Unders ftated between the Year 0704 and the Year 1702. 





HE Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce 
being very full of their Boafts of the Trade 
to Portugal, which they bring in, to play it 
againft the Trade to France; have alledged 


five Things : 


1. That the Treaty of Commerce with France inter- 
fering with the Treaty of Commerce with Portugal, the 
Portuguefe will Prohibit our Woollen Manufactures 
there. 

2. That our Cloth-Serges and Druggets were Prohibi- 
ted in Portugal before the faid Treaty. 

2, That our Trade to Portugal had no Ballance be- 
fore the Treaty, 

4. That we gain a Million per Ann. by the Postngal 
Treary : and which is alfo implied. 

s. That we have gaii’d this Addition by the faid 
Treaty. 


The MERCATOR {fays, 2nd undertakes to prove 
every one of thefe Affertions to be falfe. To the jursé 
the MERCATO® has fpoken already, and proved, 
that the Treaty it felf dires ‘plainly, that no other Ma- 
nufzures fhali be‘Prohibited,than was Prohibited be- 
fore: And though they would quibble with the Word 
AGAIN, as if it fignified only renewing a Prohibition 
in general; “tis evident it is meant of the particular 
Prohibition ; ( viz.) to Prohibit the Woollen Cloths 
goain, And as to the King of Portugal’s Prohibiting 
our whole Trade, or all or any other of our Woollen 
Manufa@ure; the Suggeftion is fcandalous and abfurd. 
1. It is fcandalous, as was faid formegly, becaufe it is a 
treacherous Expofing our Nation, as if, we wee in Sub- 
Aion to the Portuguefe in matters of Trade, and in 
fear of their Prohibiting our Trade; which, if it were 
true, it were 2 Retraying our Country to make it pub- 
lick; aud as it is not true, it is fcandalous to have it 
fuegefted, efpecially out of our own Mouths. 2. It is 
abfurd, becaufe it is evident from many Circumftances, 
thar the Portuzuefe aré as much Gainers by, and fland 
more in need of their Trade with us, than we do of 


our Trade with them and for this Reafon it is not 
rrobeble,that for fach a crifling Claufe as this ts, which 
we wre pf i} ne of, { for i ts but “ ‘43 fee COMP TK d to 
he wbole Trade) the King of Portugal would at once 


m , 


Prohibit a Frade, which. his. svhole Kingdom fo much - 


depends upon, and which the AERC .4TOR affirms 
would ruin his whole, Couutry. to Rrohibic: Of which 
The fecond Falfhood they affirm is, That our Serges 
and Druggets were Prohibited before the Treaty: This 
has been Confuted thus.. 1. They have given no Evi- 
dence to prove the Affirmative, though thar lies on 
their part, who affirm. 2. It is not probable, becaufe, 
as by the Account here repeated, and fpoken to in the 
lat MERCATOR, it appears, the Article of Serges 
Perpets, Stufts, dc. under which Heads the Cloth-Serges 
and Druggets: are always Enter’d_at the Cuftom-hou, 
are vaftly greater betore the Treaty than atter, which 
would Kardlybe if they were Prohibited. Andy 3. Our 
Merchantsywho Traded all thofe Years to Portugal af 
fure us, the Serges and Druggets were never obfirusted 
in Portugal, bur they fent them thither all the while. as 
freely before the Treaty,as at any time fince. 

The next Falfity, which thefe good, People affirm is 
That our Trade to Portugal had no Ballance on our hide 
before the Treaty of 1703.. This- is fo notorious a For- 
gery, and fpoken fo much without Book, that itis a 


Scandal to aj] the reft they have fiid, or fhall fay; and é 


proves,that they fpeak whar they think for their Turn, 
without concerning themfclves to prove any thing 
they fay: And the Account of Exports to Portugal for 
the Year 1700 being given MERCATOR Now 114. 
they are Challeug’d to thew, if they can, what we Im- 
ported that Year ro Ballance it; noting alfo, that the 
faid Year was the leaft of the laft three Years before the 

Treaty. | 
To fay we had no Ballance from Portugal,when we 
had fuch an Expote as that was, is fo barefac'd a Falf- 
hood, that morhing can be greater of its kind. What 
have the Portuguefe to fend to us? Their whole Growth 
and Produce confifts in the following Particulars, (viz.) 
Wine, Oil, Sumach, Oranges, and Limons, Figs, Al- 
monds, and Salt; and from the Brafis, Sugary Hides, 
Tobacen, and Gold: Let them anfiver then the State 
given of that Year by the Importation of thefe Things 
if they can. 
In the mean time, let us rhety flate another Year, viz, 
the Year 1792, which was the Year before this unlaw- 
ful Trey with Portugal; and when, it is to be feppe- 
fed, 
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a AoW | 
BGI A> Tee ne Tiifade fale’ = Icist hat upon the Treaty with Portua,) 
Sh A fed, we were moft fenfible of the Difadvantage of Whi’ _ It is true, that upon the Treaty sTUUZAl, Our 
{ 


“\) 9! Exportations in Woollen Manufaétures only, befides 
rR. DEM the feveral Exports of our own Growth ard Produce, 
‘3 and befides our other Manufactures, which Articles in- 
| 2 PE. ~ clude Wrought Iron, Wrought Brafs, Lead, Copperas, 


| 54 4-- Leather, Fith, Corn, and the like, fland thus: 


! I Pieces Bays Double 

| 101 os 173 Ditto Minikin 

| 147 Ditto Single 
20 Cloths Broad 

153 Ditto Long h 

244. Ditto Short : 






113} Ditto Spanifh ko 
34 Ditto Yorkthire [3 
13000 Yards Cloth Lifts ft 
“280 Ib. wt. Remnants 
vf 2140 Goads Cottons 


320 Yards Flannel 
159 Yards Frize ; 
926 dozen Hats Bever j 
| 60 dozen Ditto Felts | Pri 
\ " 602604 Ib. wt. a and Serges, ., 
| | 321606 Ib. Stuffs, Druggets and Says 
Ph. 1§11 dozen Childrens Woollen,Hofe 
" 485 —— Ditto Woafted 
| : 5043 Mens Woollen 
| 








f 12339 ——— Ditto Woafted 

84. Womens Woollen . 

48 —— Ditto Woafted 

Blankets and Rugs ad Valorem 
171. 6s. 6d. 





Let any Impartial Perfon caft up the Value of this 

Exportation to Portugal before the Treaty they boaft 

fo much of, and he fhall find the Ballance fo much on 

the Englifh Side, that perhaps it has never been more 

| | fince ; except what the known progreflion of that Trade, 

without the help of the Treaty, has produced and would 

have produced, tho’ the Portugal Treaty had not been 

i made. Let us then View the main Article of our Im- 

| portation for that Year, (viz.) The Wine and Brandy ; 
their Quantity ftands thus : 


Ton Hhd Gal. 
Wines ——— 5927: — : 46 
Brandy —— 17: 1: 60 


All the ref of our Import from Portugal, tho’ con- 
fiderable to them, is not worth Naming, when match’d 
with our Export to them, except their Gold, of which 
by it felf; as for Sugars and Tobacco’s we take none, 
and of Salt but a fma]] Quantity. 

In fhort, the whole Years Import from Portugal, take 
i it in its prime Coff there, as all fuch rma ought to 
| he reckoned, would do little more than Ballance the 
i} Article of Bays only, which at 4.1. the Double Bay, and 
| 6]. the Minikin Bay, comes to 112820]. 10s. 
| This evidently proves ,that we had a Ballance on 
\ otr Side in the Portugal Trade before, and without 

the help of this Treaty, and that a very confiderable 
| ‘One; and we fee no Reafonto doubt a large Ballance 
after the Treaty with France is pafs'd, tho’ it may, as 
they tell us, interfere with this Portugal Treaty. 


Exported in Woollen Cloths in the Year 1704, 
MORE than in 1702. 


© ¢ Broad per Ps c4 

= \ Long per Ps 2129 

‘= JShort a Ps 5413 

G Spanith perPs 28915 

E 104934 
he 5 Remnants per Ib. 1802 lb. wt. 


Exported in Stuffs, Bays and Sérges, LESS in 
1704, thanin 1702. 


Doutle Bays per Ps 7281 
Serges and Perpers per lb. wt. 1. 1782704 
Stufts, Druggets, &c. perIb.wt. leisrosi 


Let any one Caft thefe againft one another, and they 
will find, that tho’ it is tue upon making the Treaty 
with Portugal,we had a great Encreafe of the Expar- 


- tation of Woollen Cloths, even to Ten thoufand Pieces, 


and 18021b. weight ‘in Remnants, which is a very 
great Value; yet they will find, on the other Hand, that 
what was gotten in the Shire was loft in the Hundred, 
and that the Value was fully funk in the abatement of 
Serges, and Druggets, and Bays, which were Exported 
that Year lefs than before; fo that fet One againft the 
ecg the Exportation of the faid Years was much the 
ame. 

If thefe People think to boafl from hence, of our 
acknowledging the Portugal Trade to be very much for 
our Advantage, let them make the beft of it : they 
will find a full Anfwer to it in the next MERCATUR. 


ERRATA in the last Mercator. 


Col. 3. Jaft Line but 10, for Sergets read Serves. Vb, laft 
line but 7, for then read more than. In the Scheme of 
Goods, Col. 1.2.4. 11. 12. 15-17-19. for Ditts 1. in all 
thofe places read Dito. Col. 3.1.15. for 4816 1.481. Ib. 
]. 17. for 26834 r. 20834. Col. 5. 1. laft but one, dele & 





ADVERTISEMENT. 
Juft Publith’d, 
* * The Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fet forth in their 
generous Encouragement of the Author of the Gi : 
With fome Obfervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, 
Erudition and Style of that Trearife. Price 1s. but to 
the Subfcribers Half a Crown. Nore, This Work is 
Printed in Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Criiis. 
Printed for Jotin Morphew, near Srationers Hall. 
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